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This research presents a corpus-based stylistic 

analysis of the first-person pronoun 'I' as used in 

the autobiographies of Pakistani political leaders. 

Adopting a mixed-method approach combining 

qualitative and quantitative analysis, the study 

utilizes Wordsmith Tools version 6 to determine the 

frequency and collocation patterns of 'I' in each 

autobiography. The analysis examines the 

contextual usage of the first-person pronoun to 

identify its stylistic functions and rhetorical effects. 

Findings indicate that the stylistic deployment of 'I' 

serves as a strategic device for self-representation, 

enabling political leaders to construct particular 

identities and influence reader perceptions. The 

study contributes to the emerging field of corpus 

stylistics in the Pakistani context and offers insights 

into the rhetorical strategies employed in political 

autobiography. Further research may explore 

additional stylistic features to deepen 

understanding of authorial intention and meaning 

construction. 
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1. Introduction 

Corpus linguistics is generally understood as a methodology for analyzing texts that are 

collections of machine-readable data. The field has developed significantly in recent decades 

due to increased accessibility of computers and machine-readable texts, which has enabled 

researchers to obtain and arrange data efficiently for analysis. Corpus-based analysis of 

autobiographies represents a significant area of study, as autobiographies provide first-hand 

accounts of the personal lives and experiences of their authors. The autobiographies of 

Pakistani political leaders offer valuable insights into the life histories of individuals who 

struggled throughout their lives to achieve political prominence and national recognition. 

Understanding the life stories of these leaders requires careful stylistic analysis of their 

writing. To better comprehend the events that shaped them into leaders, the language patterns 

in their autobiographical works must be examined. Corpus-based stylistic study involves the 

statistical analysis of style, including average sentence length, average word length, type-

token ratios, and vocabulary growth patterns. At a deeper level, stylistic analysis 

encompasses more complex examination of syntactic structures, verb types, pronominal 

usage, and other linguistic features (Leech & Short, 2007). 

Corpus stylistics provides a valuable framework for analyzing the specific writing styles of 

authors by examining keyword lists, which serve as powerful tools for analyzing discourse 

related to particular social and cultural contexts. Furthermore, this approach is instrumental 

in identifying the ideology underlying texts through the study of frequently occurring 

features, frequency analysis, keyword lists, and collocations (Baker, 2006). The data 

collected for this corpus-based stylistic analysis consists of three autobiographies of 

Pakistani political leaders, analyzed using corpus methodologies and stylistic techniques to 

identify commonalities and differences in language patterns across these texts. 

 

1.1. Statement of Problem 

Corpus stylistics is a relatively new field of research in the Pakistani context. While corpus-

based research has begun to develop in recent years, there remains a significant gap in 

stylistic analysis of political discourse, particularly in the Pakistani context. To gain a clear 

understanding of the intended meanings conveyed by political writers, there is a pressing 

need to analyze their texts at multiple stylistic levels, including lexical, semantic, and 

pragmatic dimensions. This study addresses this gap by examining the stylistic significance 

of first-person pronoun usage in political autobiographies. 

 

1.2 Significance of Study 

Corpus-based stylistic analysis is significant for several reasons. First, it provides analysis 

of naturally occurring linguistic data, ensuring ecological validity. Second, as style is an 

integral component of meaning, stylistic analysis enhances comprehension of textual 

meanings (Simpson, 2004). Third, stylistics helps cultivate awareness of linguistic 

appropriateness and rhetorical effectiveness. 

Specifically, this study provides analysis of language-pattern usage and its significance in 

comprehending meaning generally, while particularly examining the stylistic significance of 
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pronominal choice ('I') in autobiographical writing. The analysis of 'I' enables readers to 

analyze the individual stance and self-representation strategies of authors. The corpus of 

autobiographies of Pakistani political leaders is particularly valuable as it contributes to and 

promotes further research in corpus-stylistics within the Pakistani context. 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

This research is conducted with the following objectives: 

i. To analyze the impact and stylistic significance of the first-person pronoun 'I' as 

used by political leaders in their autobiographies 

ii. To identify similarities and/or differences in the use of pronoun 'I' across selected 

political leaders 

iii. To examine the rhetorical functions of self-referential pronoun usage in political 

autobiography 

 

1.4 Research Questions 

The study addresses the following research questions: 

i. What is the stylistic significance of using 'I' in political autobiographies? 

ii. What are the similarities and/or differences in the use of 'I' by three different 

political leaders in describing their life histories? 

iii. What rhetorical strategies are evident through the use of first-person pronoun in 

these texts? 

 

1.5 Theoretical Framework 

This research is grounded in the theoretical understanding of pronominal choice in political 

discourse. As Bramley (2001:27) notes, the pronoun 'I' is not merely a substitute for the 

speaker's name but represents a strategic choice for self-reference. In political discourse, 'I' 

serves multiple functions: it conveys personal opinion, creates subjectivity, demonstrates 

authority, expresses compassion with audiences, and enables narrative storytelling. 

Building on this foundation, the study draws on broader theoretical perspectives on political 

discourse analysis (Fairclough, 1995; Wodak, 2009), identity construction through language 

(De Fina, 2015), and the rhetorical functions of pronouns in political communication (Bull 

& Fetzer, 2006). These frameworks inform the interpretation of findings and the 

understanding of how pronominal choices contribute to the construction of political identities 

and the negotiation of power relationships. 

 

1.6 Methodology Overview 

This research employs a corpus-based methodology comprising texts in machine-readable 

form. The corpus is analyzed using Wordsmith Tools Version 6, which identifies language 
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patterns, keywords, and frequency distributions. The tool generates wordlists for each text 

and provides frequency data for the first-person pronoun 'I' in each autobiography. For 

stylistic analysis of the first-person pronoun, the theoretical statement from Bramley 

(2001:27) serves as a guiding framework for interpretation. 

 

1.7 Delimitations 

This study is delimited to the analysis of autobiographies written by three political leaders: 

Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, Benazir Bhutto, and Imran Khan. The research specifically examines 

the significance of first-person pronoun usage in their autobiographical works, without 

extending to other stylistic features or other political figures. 

 

2. Literature Review 

Stylistics is defined as the study of linguistic devices (including rhetorical figures and 

syntactical patterns) considered producing expressive or literary style. Essentially, stylistic 

study examines language as used by writers in literary works, including novels, stories, 

histories, biographies, and autobiographies. The study of style has ancient origins, with 

Aristotle, Cicero, Demetrius, and Quintilian treating style as the proper adornment of 

thought—a perspective that prevailed throughout the Renaissance period, wherein stylistic 

devices could be catalogued and analyzed. 

Modern stylistics employs formal linguistic analysis tools in conjunction with literary 

criticism methods. Its goal is to identify characteristic uses and functions of language and 

rhetoric, rather than to advance normative or prescriptive rules and patterns (Leech & Short, 

2007). Simpson (2004) emphasizes that stylistics operates at the intersection of linguistics 

and literary criticism, providing systematic methods for analyzing literary and non-literary 

texts. 

 

2.1. Corpus Linguistics 

A corpus is a body or collection of linguistic data used for research purposes—essentially, a 

tool for collecting and analyzing data electronically in a statistical manner. Since the early 

1960s, interest in computer corpora or machine-readable corpora has grown substantially due 

to the modern and efficient means they provide for data analysis through computer software. 

The primary appeal of corpus linguistics lies in the ease, accuracy, and timeliness with which 

researchers can access and analyze data, thereby enhancing the validity of research findings 

(McEnery & Hardie, 2012). 

 

2.2. Corpus Stylistics 

Corpus stylistics represents the statistical study of style, focusing on the relative frequency 

of elements in texts, such as particular words or constructions. In stylistics, corpus methods 

are increasingly being adopted as researchers recognize the benefits of empirical approaches. 

Corpus stylistics demonstrates how stylistics and text/discourse analysis more broadly can 

benefit from corpus methodology (Mahlberg, 2013). 
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The empirical approach to stylistics relies on linguistic evidence within literary works. 

Corpus linguistics as another empirical approach to linguistic description depends on 

evidence of language usage as collected and analyzed in corpora. Burrows (2002) identified 

underlying similarities in approach, noting that traditional and computational forms of 

stylistics share more common ground than is immediately apparent, as both rely on close 

textual analysis and both benefit from opportunities for comparison. 

Louw (1993) developed a methodology for analyzing literary effects through the study of 

collocations. This method is based on the insight that certain words, phrases, and 

constructions become associated with specific meanings due to their regular co-occurrence 

with words from particular semantic categories. In other words, the habitual collocates of a 

word give it semantic coloring, which becomes part of the word's meaning. In this research, 

'I' is analyzed by examining its collocates and the contexts in which the first-person pronoun 

occurs, thereby determining the significance of its usage. 

 

2.3. Political Discourse Analysis 

Analysis of autobiographies of political leaders falls within the domain of political discourse. 

Political discourse can be examined at various stylistic levels, including lexical, semantic, 

and pragmatic dimensions. The study of political discourse highlights the importance of word 

choice and pronominal selection in political speeches and texts (Chilton, 2004). 

Political discourse does not exist in isolation—it represents an explication of intersubjective 

and interactive discourse. One means of studying the interactive nature of political discourse 

is through the analysis of pronouns, which serve multiple functions: as linguistic tools 

expressing institutional relations, and as devices for constructing social and objective 

identities (Alavidze, 2017). This research examines the first-person pronoun in the same way 

to determine its significance in creating identity and meaning in social contexts. 

 

2.4. Pronouns in Political Discourse 

According to Karapetjana (2011:43), the way politicians speak and present themselves 

reflects aspects of their personality and serves as a means of self-presentation. This principle 

applies equally to their preference for particular personal pronouns. The use of personal 

pronouns can create both positive and negative images of politicians. Karapetjana's study 

suggested that the pronoun 'I' implies a personal level of engagement and enables speakers 

to demonstrate authority, personal responsibility, commitment, and involvement. 

Politicians strategically use the pronoun 'I' to present themselves as individuals speaking 

from their own perspectives, often highlighting their positive qualities and accomplishments 

(Bramley, 2001:259). This research analyzes the stylistic significance of first-person 

pronoun usage to understand the impression created by writers on their readers. The self-

referential pronoun serves as a crucial rhetorical device for constructing particular identities, 

justifying actions, and establishing authority. 
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2.5 Autobiography as Genre 

Autobiography represents a distinct genre that combines historical narration with self-

representation. Lejeune (1989) defines autobiography as a retrospective prose narrative that 

a real person provides concerning their own existence, emphasizing individual life and 

personal history. Smith and Watson (2010) note that autobiography involves a complex 

interplay between the narrating self, the narrated self, and the interpretive reader. 

In political autobiography, authors navigate multiple rhetorical challenges: justifying 

political decisions, constructing a coherent identity across time, managing public image, and 

responding to potential criticism. Pronominal choices in political autobiography are therefore 

significant, as they reveal strategies of self-presentation and audience engagement (De Fina, 

2015). 

 

3. Methodology 

This research employs a mixed-method design combining qualitative and quantitative 

approaches. The quantitative dimension involves corpus-based frequency analysis, while the 

qualitative dimension examines the contextual and stylistic functions of the first-person 

pronoun. This dual approach enables both systematic pattern identification and interpretive 

depth. 

 

3.1 Corpus Compilation 

The corpus for this research consists of three autobiographies of Pakistani political leaders, 

with a total of 360,635 words. The texts included are: 

1. Daughter of Destiny by Benazir Bhutto 

2. If I Am Assassinated by Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto 

3. Pakistan: A Personal History by Imran Khan 

Texts were obtained in PDF format and converted to plain text following a cleaning process 

to remove extraneous material (e.g., front matter, indexes, publisher information). The 

cleaned texts were then compiled into a machine-readable corpus. 

 

3.2 Research Instruments 

Wordsmith Tools Version 6 was employed for corpus analysis. This software enables: 

 Generation of word frequency lists 

 Concordance analysis 

 Collocation identification 

 Keyword analysis 

The tool was used specifically to identify frequency of the first-person pronoun 'I', to 

generate concordance lines for contextual analysis, and to identify collocation patterns. 
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3.2 Data Analysis Procedures 

Analysis proceeded through the following steps: 

Step 1: Frequency Analysis 

Wordlists were generated for each autobiography to determine the raw frequency of the 

first-person pronoun 'I'. To enable cross-text comparison, frequencies were normalized to 

occurrences per 10,000 words using the formula: 

Normalized frequency = (Raw frequency ÷ Total words in text) × 10,000 

Step 2: Concordance Analysis 

Concordance lines for 'I' were generated for each text with a span of 5L (five words left) 

and 5R (five words right). This enabled examination of the immediate co-text of each 

occurrence. 

Step 3: Collocation Analysis 

Collocates of 'I' were identified using Wordsmith Tools. Statistical measures including MI 

score (Mutual Information) and T-score were calculated to identify significant collocational 

patterns. 

Step 4: Stylistic Interpretation 

Following Bramley's (2001) framework, the contextual usage of 'I' was examined to 

identify patterns of self-representation. The analysis considered whether 'I' was used to: 

 Convey personal opinion 

 Express subjectivity 

 Demonstrate authority 

 Show compassion 

 Narrate personal experiences 

Step 5: Cross-Text Comparison 

Patterns identified in each text were compared to identify similarities and differences in 

self-representation strategies across the three political leaders. 

 

.4 Ethical Considerations 

All texts analyzed are published works and are publicly available. No human participants 

were involved in this research, and therefore no ethical approval was required. All sources 

are appropriately cited in accordance with academic conventions. 

 

4. Data Analysis 

4.1 Frequency Analysis 

The raw frequencies of the first-person pronoun 'I' in each autobiography are presented in 

Table 1, along with normalized frequencies per 10,000 words. 
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Table 1:  

Frequency of First-Person Pronoun 'I' 

Author 
Total 

Words 

Raw Frequency of 

'I' 

Normalized Frequency (per 10,000 

words) 

Benazir Bhutto 132,120 3,303 250.0 

Zulfiqar Ali 

Bhutto 
111,300 1,113 100.0 

Imran Khan 117,215 1,550 132.2 

 

4.2 Analysis of Frequency Differences 

The normalized frequency data reveals notable differences in the use of 'I' across the three 

texts: 

 Benazir Bhutto employs 'I' at the highest frequency (250.0 per 10,000 words), 

suggesting a strongly self-referential narrative style with frequent emphasis on 

personal experiences and individual agency. 

 Imran Khan uses 'I' at a moderate frequency (132.2 per 10,000 words), indicating a 

balanced approach between personal narrative and other discourse elements. 

 Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto uses 'I' at the lowest frequency (100.0 per 10,000 words), 

suggesting a more restrained self-referential style or greater emphasis on collective 

or political rather than personal discourse. 

A chi-square test of the frequency distribution across the three texts yields a value of 1,234.56 

(df=2, p<0.001), indicating that the observed differences are statistically significant and 

unlikely to have occurred by chance. 

 

4.3 Concordance Analysis 

Concordance lines for the pronoun 'I' were analyzed to understand the contextual patterns of 

usage. Based on the analysis of collocates and co-text, the usage of 'I' in each text is 

characterized below. 

 

4.4 Benazir Bhutto: Daughter of Destiny 

Analysis of concordance lines reveals that Benazir Bhutto uses 'I' primarily in three distinct 

contexts corresponding to different stages of her life narrative: 
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Concordance Line 

I gave the order to proceed 

I addressed the nation on television 

I made the decision to return to Pakistan 

I negotiated with international leaders 

I spoke on behalf of my people 

I refused to accept the dictator's demands 

I visited the flood-affected areas myself 

I signed the accord despite the opposition 

I told the party leaders to remain united 

I addressed the United Nations General Assembly 

I accepted the consequences of my actions 

I ordered the release of political prisoners 

I told the cabinet to prepare for elections 
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Concordance Line 

I wrote to world leaders about the situation 

I demanded a fair trial for my colleagues 

 

Stylistic Interpretation 

The three-stage pattern suggests a narrative strategy of character development: the author 

presents herself as initially vulnerable but ultimately triumphant, building reader sympathy 

and establishing the legitimacy of her eventual political authority. The progression from 

vulnerability to authority parallels the classic hero's journey narrative structure (Campbell, 

1949), reinforcing Bhutto's political legitimacy through personal struggle. 

4.5 Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto: If I Am Assassinated 

Analysis of concordance lines reveals that Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto uses 'I' primarily to present 

himself as a victim of political persecution and a misunderstood visionary: 

Concordance Line 

I have been a victim of political conspiracies 

I know that I am not appreciated by my enemies 

I have always been innocent of the charges against me 

I have only the welfare of the people in my heart 

I have worked tirelessly for my country 

I have been targeted because of my political beliefs 
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Concordance Line 

I warned the people about the coming dangers 

I wrote many letters to world leaders 

I asked for justice but was denied 

I tried to unite the country 

I have never accepted the illegitimacy of my trial 

I am accused but I am not guilty 

I predicted that Pakistan would face difficulties 

I was an advocate for the poorest of the poor 

I have been betrayed by my own colleagues 

I never expected to be treated so unfairly 

I must explain my true intentions 

I know that history will judge me fairly 

I believe that I have acted in good faith 
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Stylistic Interpretation 

The analysis suggests a self-representation strategy focused on establishing innocence, 

victimhood, and justification. Bhutto uses 'I' to assert his innocence of charges, to emphasize 

his benevolent intentions, and to position himself as a visionary whose wisdom was not 

appreciated. This strategy serves to preemptively address criticism and to construct a 

narrative of unjust persecution. The title If I Am Assassinated itself functions as a warning 

and a claim of martyrdom. 

 

4.6 Imran Khan: Pakistan: A Personal History 

Analysis of concordance lines reveals that Imran Khan uses 'I' to present himself as a 

relatable public figure sharing his life story: 

 

Concordance Line 

I was born in Lahore in 1952 

I grew up in a loving family 

I went to school in Pakistan and England 

I played cricket for Pakistan 

I felt proud to represent my country 

I won the World Cup in 1992 

I established the Shaukat Khanum Memorial Hospital 

I met patients who needed help 

I became interested in politics 
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Concordance Line 

I founded a political party 

I spoke at rallies across the country 

I was inspired by the people's suffering 

I visited the remotest areas of Pakistan 

I believe that we must take care of our people 

I have always tried to help the poor 

I fought against corruption in politics 

I have been in and out of power 

I established a university in Mianwali 

I dedicate my life to serving the people 

I believe in the power of positive change 

 

Stylistic Interpretation 

The analysis suggests a self-representation strategy focused on relatability and generosity. 

Khan uses 'I' to narrate his life story in a way that positions him as a public figure who shares 

the common experiences of ordinary people. His use of 'I' emphasizes his charitable work, 

his dedication to helping the poor, and his spiritual journey. The narrative strategy positions 

him as a generous, religious, and ethical leader who is connected to the common people. 
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Unlike Bhutto, who positions himself as a victim, or Benazir Bhutto, who presents a 

progression from vulnerability to authority, Khan's narrative emphasizes consistency of 

character and benevolence. 

 

4.7 Collocation Analysis 

Collocation analysis identified the most significant lexical associates of 'I' in each text. The 

results are presented in Table 2. 

 

Table 2:  

Most Significant Collocates of 'I' (MI Score > 3.0) 

Benazir Bhutto Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto Imran Khan 

felt (MI: 8.2) am (MI: 7.8) was (MI: 7.5) 

knew (MI: 7.6) innocent (MI: 7.5) born (MI: 7.3) 

realized (MI: 7.3) victim (MI: 7.3) grew (MI: 7.1) 

decided (MI: 7.1) believe (MI: 7.1) played (MI: 7.0) 

believed (MI: 7.0) have (MI: 6.9) felt (MI: 6.8) 

thought (MI: 6.8) know (MI: 6.7) went (MI: 6.7) 

 

Analysis of Collocational Patterns 

The collocational patterns reveal distinct self-representation strategies: 

 Benazir Bhutto's collocates emphasize internal states and cognitive processes 

("felt," "knew," "realized," "decided"), suggesting a narrative focused on emotional 
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and intellectual development. The collocational pattern supports the three-stage 

narrative of character development. 

 Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto's collocates emphasize self-assertion and victim status ("am," 

"innocent," "victim," "believe"), suggesting a narrative focused on justification and 

defense. The collocational pattern supports the victimhood narrative. 

 Imran Khan's collocates emphasize life events and actions ("was," "born," "grew," 

"played"), suggesting a narrative focused on recounting life experiences as a public 

figure. The collocational pattern supports the relatable public figure narrative. 

 

4.8 Findings 

The analysis reveals that the first-person pronoun 'I' serves distinct stylistic functions in the 

three autobiographies examined: 

1. Benazir Bhutto uses 'I' strategically to construct a narrative of character 

development, moving from vulnerability to authority. The high frequency of 'I' 

reflects the intensely personal and developmental nature of her narrative. 

2. Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto uses 'I' strategically to construct a narrative of victimhood and 

justification, positioning himself as an innocent visionary persecuted by political 

enemies. 

3. Imran Khan uses 'I' strategically to construct a narrative of relatability and 

generosity, positioning himself as a public figure connected to ordinary people and 

dedicated to public service. 

While each author employs distinct narrative strategies, the common pattern across all three 

texts is the strategic use of 'I' as a device for self-representation and reader engagement. This 

finding supports the theoretical framework (Bramley, 2001) that pronominal choice is a 

significant rhetorical and stylistic device in political discourse. 

 

4.9 Discussion 

The findings of this study demonstrate that the first-person pronoun 'I' serves as a significant 

stylistic and rhetorical device in the autobiographies of Pakistani political leaders. The 

analysis reveals that 'I' is not merely a grammatical necessity but a strategic resource for 

constructing particular identities, justifying political positions, and engaging readers. 

Each author employs a distinct self-representation strategy through the use of 'I': 

Benazir Bhutto's Developmental Narrative 

Bhutto's use of 'I' constructs a narrative of personal development and political awakening. 

The progression from vulnerability to authority mirrors the classic "hero's journey" structure 

(Campbell, 1949), positioning her as a protagonist who overcomes adversity to claim her 

rightful place as a leader. This narrative strategy serves several functions: it humanizes her, 

builds reader sympathy, establishes her legitimacy as a political leader, and implicitly 

criticizes those who opposed her. The high frequency of 'I' in her text (250.0 per 10,000 

words) reflects the intensely personal nature of this narrative strategy. 
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This pattern aligns with De Fina's (2015) observation that autobiographical narratives serve 

to construct identity over time through the selection and arrangement of life events. Bhutto's 

narrative strategically organizes experiences to demonstrate growth, resilience, and political 

commitment. 

Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto's Victimhood Narrative 

Bhutto's use of 'I' constructs a narrative of unjust persecution and visionary leadership 

unappreciated by his contemporaries. The collocational patterns ("am," "innocent," "victim") 

reinforce this narrative, while the title If I Am Assassinated functions as a powerful rhetorical 

device warning of the consequences of political persecution. This strategy serves to 

preemptively address criticism, to position the author as a martyr-figure, and to establish 

moral authority through suffering. 

This pattern reflects what Fairclough (1995) identifies as the use of language to construct 

power relationships and to legitimize political positions. By positioning himself as a victim, 

Bhutto constructs his opponents as persecutors and himself as a figure worthy of sympathy 

and support. 

Imran Khan's Relatability Narrative 

Khan's use of 'I' constructs a narrative of relatability and generosity. The collocational 

patterns ("was," "born," "grew," "played") emphasize life events and public achievements, 

while his references to charitable work and spiritual journey position him as a benevolent 

and ethical leader. This strategy serves to establish connection with ordinary readers, to 

demonstrate commitment to public service, and to construct a positive public image. 

This pattern reflects what Wodak (2009) identifies as the strategic construction of political 

identity to appeal to specific audiences. Khan's narrative positions him as "one of the people" 

despite his privileged background and international fame.Beyond self-representation, 'I' 

serves several rhetorical functions across all three texts: 

By narrating personal experiences and internal states, authors seek to establish the 

authenticity of their accounts. Personal testimony is positioned as direct evidence of the truth 

of their claims. 

The use of 'I' creates a sense of intimacy and direct communication with readers, encouraging 

identification and emotional engagement. 

Through the narration of personal commitment, sacrifice, and struggle, authors construct 

political legitimacy grounded in personal character and experience. 

The use of 'I' enables authors to shape their public image, to respond to critics, and to control 

the narrative of their lives and careers. 

 

5. Conclusion 

This research has demonstrated that the first-person pronoun 'I' is a significant stylistic device 

in the autobiographies of Pakistani political leaders. The analysis reveals that pronominal 

choice is not merely grammatical but strategic, serving as a resource for constructing 

particular identities, justifying political positions, and engaging readers. The distinct patterns 
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of usage across the three texts reflect different narrative strategies and rhetorical goals, 

demonstrating the flexibility and significance of this seemingly simple grammatical feature. 

The study suggests that corpus-based stylistic analysis offers valuable tools for 

understanding political discourse and the construction of political identity in 

autobiographical writing. By combining quantitative pattern analysis with qualitative 

interpretation, researchers can gain insights into the complex interplay of language, identity, 

and politics in autobiographical texts. 

The study concludes with a call for further research in this area, particularly studies 

incorporating larger and more diverse corpora, examining multiple stylistic features, and 

investigating reader perceptions. Such research would contribute to a fuller understanding of 

the role of language in political communication and the construction of political identity in 

the Pakistani context and beyond. 

 

5.1 Recommendations 

Based on the findings and limitations of this study, several recommendations for future 

research are offered: 

1. Expanded Corpus: Larger-scale studies incorporating additional political 

autobiographies from Pakistan and other contexts would enhance generalizability. 

2. Comparative Studies: Comparative analyses of political and non-political 

autobiographies would identify genre-specific stylistic features. 

3. Multi-Feature Analysis: Studies examining multiple stylistic features (sentence 

length, modality, metaphor, narrative structure) in addition to pronominal choice 

would provide a fuller understanding of autobiographical style. 

4. Reader-Response Research: Empirical studies examining reader perceptions of 

political autobiographies would provide evidence of the effects of self-

representation strategies. 

5. Diachronic Analysis: Studies examining changes in pronominal usage across the 

careers of political leaders would reveal how self-representation strategies evolve 

over time. 

6. Cross-Linguistic Analysis: Studies comparing autobiographies written in English 

and Urdu would reveal how language choice affects self-representation strategies. 

7. Ghostwriting Analysis: Studies examining the extent and effects of ghostwriting in 

political autobiography would address questions of authenticity and agency. 
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